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always been for each nation or group of co-religionists to
have their own Bendara, or chief, while the central govern-
ment presided over all. Albuquerque did not believe in
distressing people by interfering with their customs. He
therefore organized on exactly the same plan. Each race
was to regulate its own affairs in accordance with its habits
and beliefs, subject to the supreme jurisdiction of the Por-
tuguese crown as represented by the captain of the fort.

Malacca lived by commerce, so Albuquerque encouraged
the merchants as much as he could. He sent to Pacem for
supplies of pepper in readiness for the arrival of the Chinese
traders. He granted facilities to local merchants to navigate
and trade wherever they desired, while foreign ships arriving
in the port were received with courtesy and speeded on their
way. Business was soon booming at Malacca.

The new currency also gave satisfaction. Strange though
it may seem, Malacca had apparently no monetary system of
its own. Albuquerque now minted a large supply of gold,
silver, and copper coin. As at Goa, these coins were pro-
claimed with pomp and pageantry throughout the town, and
distributed in handfuls to the populace by officials mounted
upon elephants.

Malaccans found that the conquest had not greatly dis-
turbed their lives, but there was a difference that they were
not slow to appreciate. Justice could be had in Malacca for
the first time in the history of that town. To the people this
seemed a nine-days' wonder. None of them wished to see
Sultan Mohamed back again.

Sultan Mohamed had withdrawn to Pahang, whence he
dispatched an ambassador to China to ask for help against
the Portuguese. The Chinese listened to his tale with great
interest and asked for more details and descriptions of Afonso
de Albuquerque, but the ambassador got nothing but polite
excuses for his pains. The impression that the Chinamen
had received at Malacca was all in favour of the Portuguese.
It is said that the Malay envoy died of disgust and caused
to be inscribed this epitaph on his tomb;